
Several political offices on Parliament Hill had 
the privilege this past fall of having Ukrainian 
interns working in their office for a two-month 
period. 33 delegates from Canada-Ukraine 
Parliamentary Program 
descended on Parlia-
ment Hill this past Sep-
tember-November, 
which marked the 22nd 
year of CUPP’s opera-
tions.  

On November 7, 2012, 
I stood up in the House 
of Commons and ad-
dressed my colleagues 
in Parliament on the 
topic of the Canada-
Ukraine interns. Below 
is the text of my 
speech: 

“Mr. Speaker, 

I wish to recognize 33 youthful delegates  

who have visited with us for the past seven 
weeks. 

They are here, in Members’ offices, to gain 
valuable perspectives of Canada’s most im-
portant democratic institution: the Parliament 
of Canada. 

These young people, representing the Cana-
da-Ukraine Parliamentary Program, embody 
the highest ideals of achievement and com-
munity service. They are the future leaders of 
Ukraine. 

Young people, like Yaroslav Barkov, from my 
office. 

Canada and Ukraine 
are inextricably linked 
forever by prior migra-
tion. Fully 1 in 30 Ca-
nadians are of Ukraini-
an descent, as are my 
wife, daughters and 
granddaughters. 

Ukraine holds a spe-
cial place in the hearts 
of Canadians. 

Canada was the first 
country in the western 
world to accord diplo-
matic recognition in 
1991 to an independ-
ent Ukraine. 

As the young emissar-
ies depart, we wish them 

well and say to them: 
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The Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Pro-
gram (CUPP) was established in 1990, and 
is devoted to giving the brightest up-and-
coming minds in Ukrainian politics the 
chance to experience the workings of Cana-
da’s democracy first-hand. 

Shown with Peter is Yaroslav Barkov visiting 
from Ukraine, who worked in his office as an 
intern for several months. 



Многая літа!” 

*************************** 

This year was a lively one for the CUPP in-
terns, as they were in Canada during Ukraine’s 
Parliamentary elections, which took place on 
October 28, 2012. I was a member of the Ca-
nadian delegation which was in Ukraine during 
their election acting as an election monitor, 
and witnessed firsthand some of the undemo-
cratic happenings sur-
rounding Ukraine’s 
2012 Parliamentary 
elections. 

As would be expected, 
the Ukrainian interns in 
Canada kept a keen 
eye trained on the elec-
tion outcomes as well. 
In response to the in-
ternational outcry over 
the undemocratic prac-
tices surrounding 
Ukraine’s elections, 
several of the interns in 
Canada spoke up. 

The first of which is Ya-
roslav Barkov, the 
CUPP intern who was working in my office. 
Below is a statement he had prepared. 

“First of all, I’d like to thank the representatives 
of the Canadian Parliament for their support of 
the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Program, 
which contributes to the development of 
Ukrainian-Canadian relations, and supports 
the democratic transformations in Ukraine. 

In this light, the support of the Ukrainian Dias-
pora in Canada should also be acknowledged. 
Particularly, the Canada-Ukraine Parliamen-

tary Programs (CUPP) program director, Mr. 
Ihor Bardyn. 

I thank also Member of Parliament Peter 
Goldring, to whom I have had the privilege to 
serve as an intern, for his contribution as well. 

As a new generation Ukrainian, I am deeply 
concerned about what presently happens in 
Ukraine. As you know, on 28 of October, 
2012, we [Ukraine] had the Parliamentary 

elections. They were 
questionable in many 
respects, some be-
lieve they were not 
fair. There are consid-
erable problems with 
the calculation of 
votes – not all of 
which had been 
counted by this day. 

Several days ago, 
[CUPP] participants 
protested before the 
Embassy of Ukraine 
in Canada against fal-
sifications of elec-
tions, violation of hu-
man rights, rolling up 

of democracy and the freedom of speech. 
This protest was possible because we are in 
Canada. In Ukraine it may bring negative con-
sequences to its participants. 

I would appreciate the attention of the Parlia-
ment of Canada to the situation with Ukraine’s 
election. 

Dear Members of Parliament, thank you for 
your support and attention.” 

********************************* 
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Peter often attends the formal ceremonies at 
the Embassy of Ukraine to honour the 
interns, to encourage them, and to speak of 
their great futures. 



Another CUPP intern was also very outspoken 
and articulate on the matter – Ms. Oleksandra 
Gaskevych – who was interning in the office of 
Member of Parliament Randy Hoback. Below 
is an excerpt of the statement she released: 

“I was born in 1991 in Kyiv, Ukraine, the same 
year we achieved independence. I don't re-
member the student Granite Revolution of 
1990, I don't remember the proclaiming of in-
dependence, and I was 
too young to care 
about establishing the 
first constitution. But 
my life has been, and 
will always be, inter-
twined with my coun-
try's journey to democ-
racy. 

I grew up in an age of 
high expectations. We 
were a newly inde-
pendent Ukraine, and I 
simply assumed that 
with each passing year 
life would get better, 
democracy would grow 
stronger. 

Recently, I watched as the 
Supreme Court of Canada announced its deci-
sion on the contested election results in the 
riding of Etobicoke Centre. As an intern with 
the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Program, it 
was one of the many opportunities I have had 
to witness the workings of the Canadian gov-
ernment and judicial system. To many Canadi-
ans, the fact that the court was able to rule 
without political interference and that both 
sides accepted its decision without complaint 
may not seem remarkable. For me, it was an 

inspiring moment. 

Leading up to the Oct. 28 election, I checked 
Ukrainian online media every half hour. 
Would these elections mark another tarnished 
moment in Ukrainian political life? Or would 
the process meet international election stand-
ards and give Ukraine a reason to stand tall 
among the democratic countries of the world? 

As a Ukrainian citizen and an aspiring journal-
ist, I can attest that 
the voting at the poll 
in the Embassy of 
Ukraine in Canada 
went smoothly. How-
ever, as I received 
information about the 
voting in Ukraine, and 
the flagrant abuse of 
the electoral process, 
I was struck with a 
bitter truth. My gov-
ernment is simply un-
interested in public 
opinion and they una-
bashedly neglect 
basic democratic pro-
cesses. 

If the voices of Ukraini-
ans are silenced it will be a step backwards 
from the future we sought through independ-
ence in 1991. After decades of being afraid to 
speak out behind the Iron Curtain, it is almost 
unbearable to think that my country may be 
losing the democratic rights for which we 
fought so valiantly. 

I came to Canada in search of a greater un-
derstanding of parliamentary democracy and 
now I find myself asking for much more. I ask 
you, Canadians, to urge your government to 
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Peter is shown here on a panel of speakers 
at the Embassy of Ukraine preparing for 
questions and comments from the interns 
from Ukraine. 



 
 

Peter Goldring 
Member of Parliament 

Edmonton East 
House of Commons 

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6 

take concrete steps against Ukrainian govern-
ment officials and Ukrainian businesses that 
are impeding the electoral process. 

The Canadian government can and should 
lead an international effort to apply pressure to 
ensure that the judiciary remains independent. 
The Canadian government should impose 
sanctions on the officials responsible for the 
electoral violations. 

Even though Ukraine has a rich history and 
culture, the principle of one person, one vote is 
relatively new to our political institutions. With-
out a truly free election we cannot move for-
ward. We cannot live up to the hopes and 
dreams our parents had when we gained our 

independence. Most of all, we cannot enjoy 
the basic freedoms of speech and association 
that are so admirably protected in Canada. 

Individually, our voices are only a whisper. 
With your help, we can change the fate of my 
country.” 

*************************** 

We, as Canadians, should continue to be 
proud of our democratic achievements, as it is 
envied by emerging democracies, such as 
Ukraine, as an ideal model for hope and fu-
ture change. 
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Your Opinion Matters... 

Yes No 

Yes  No 

Question #1 Did you follow the 2012 Ukrainian 
Parliamentary election? 

Question #2 Do you think Canada should play a 
bigger role in helping countries like Ukraine in 
attaining a stronger democracy? 

Comments:____________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 

UPDATE: Upon Peter’s return to Canada following the 2012 Ukrainian Parliamentary 
elections, he wrote a letter to Minister Baird, Prime Minister Harper, Minister Fantino, 
and Minister Uppal,  highlighting the importance of exploring religion in Ukraine and 
similar former Soviet entities to get a greater understanding religion in Ukraine. 

 
 9111 - 118th Ave.     Web Site:           411 Justice Bldg. 
     Edmonton, AB T5B OT9   www.petergoldring.ca      Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6 
   (780) 495-3261       Email:     (613) 992-3821 
   Fax: 495-5142   peter.goldring.c1@parl.gc.ca    Fax: 992-6898 
 
This brochure series is intended to highlight special issues that Member of Parliament, Peter Goldring, 
has been involved in.  If you wish to comment, please take a moment to fill out the survey below, write 
or call to the address above. 


